Harrison Co. Partner Bios

Paul Byrne

Paul Byrne brings over 35 years of operations experience in the healthy living and fitness
industries. He first met Bil Harrison in 2002 when he was president of Precor, one of the largest
global innovators of fitness products and networked fitness solutions. With Bil ʼs guidance, Paul
navigated a successful spin off from Precorʼs parent company, followed by three strategic
acquisitions, fueling Precorʼs growth from $20 mil ion to over $400 mil ion in annual sales.
Paul not only has operational experience, but he also has a deep understanding of the daily
challenges faced by founders and entrepreneurs. He began his career in the fitness industry by
launching Concept 90 in Florida, the first franchised chain of exercise equipment stores in the
U.S. He credits perseverance, honesty, and competitiveness as the keys to his success in the
industry.
Paul sat on the board of Amer Sports, a publicly traded company, where he provided strategic
direction to a portfolio of industry-leading brands including ArcʼTeryx, Atomic, Salomon, Wilson,
Suunto and Mavic. He currently serves as a senior advisor to Proteus Motion.
Paul has a BA in Biology from Colgate University and a MS in Exercise Physiology from Syracuse
University.
Sean Deson

Sean Deson is a seasoned investment banking and private equity professional. He started his
career at Donaldson, Lufkin & Jenrette (DLJ) and Credit Suisse, focusing on industrial and
technology companies. While at DLJ, Sean was responsible for developing the firmʼs dot-com
practice during the early stages of the growing tech industry. He later worked for various
family-based private equity investors, focusing on technology, real estate, and animal health.
Sean has completed approximately $10 bil ion of transactions, including buyouts, public equity
offerings, high-yield debt offerings, private placements, and growth equity investments.
Sean holds a BS in Computer Technology and MBA from the University of Michigan, and MS in
Accounting from Purdue University.
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Nancy Ervin

Nancy Ervin has over 25 years of experience in the agriculture industry, including farm and
livestock production, sales, and service. Prior to joining Harrison Co., Nancy was a partner at
Baker Peterson Franklin, CPA, where she provided strategic consulting services to a broad base
of diversified agriculture clients. She is highly skil ed at analyzing complex agriculture
accounting systems, having worked as a consulting CFO for the largest U.S. organic stone fruit
grower. She has also advised various grower/packer/shippers on strategic alternatives and
helped family-owned and closely-held businesses through difficult transitions.
Prior to Baker Peterson Franklin, Nancy worked as a commodity trader at Wilbur-Ellis Company
in the nutrition division. She earned an MBA from the University of San Diego.
Mercedes Franzini

Mercedes Franzini brings over 20 years of investment banking and private equity experience at
leading firms including Credit Suisse, Kew Capital, and Four Winds Capital Management, where
she served as head of Mergers and Acquisitions. She has advised on both public and private
cross-border transactions of more than $80 bil ion across Western Europe, Eastern Europe,
Russia, and Latin America.
Mercedes holds a BS degree in Economics from Universidad de San Andrés and currently
manages Harrison Co.ʼs London office.
Grant Garbers

Grant Garbers is an investment banking veteran with over 30 years of experience specializing in
middle market mergers and acquisition transactions. He has served both private and public
companies across a diverse group of industries such as consumer products, transportation,
medical, and industrial technology. Grant started his career in risk management at Fred S.
James, before entering the financial services sector.
Prior to joining Harrison Co., Grant served as co-head of the Industrial Technology practice at
Capstone Headwaters as well as head of Mergers and Acquisitions at Roth Capital Partners. He
was a special advisor and board member of the Roadmaster Group, which was acquired by
Daseke in late 2017, and was recently named as a board member to the publicly traded
company.
Grant has a BBA from the University of Georgia and has successfully completed the Mergers
and Acquisitions Executive Education program at the Wharton School of Business.
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Bill Harrison

Bil Harrison is the Managing Partner of Harrison Co. He is an unapologetic advocate for familyowned businesses and purposely assembled a team of advisors with diverse backgrounds and
decades of experience in investment banking, consulting, financing, accounting, and operations
to better serve owner-operators during a critical time in their careers.
Bil brings over 25 years of experience working for leading M&A firms. His consumer industry
expertise contributed to Donaldson, Lufkin & Jenrette (DLJ)ʼs leadership as the top middlemarket M&A firm in North America. Following Credit Suisseʼs acquisition of DLJ, he became
head of U.S. Consumer M&A at Credit Suisse.
Over the past 25 years, Bil has completed over $20 bil ion in M&A, and capital raising
transactions. However, Bil credits the long-lasting friendships he has developed with his clients
as the truest measure of his success as an investment banker.
Bil earned a BS degree in Engineering from Northeastern University and an MBA from the
University of Southern California.
Leigh Hudson

Leigh Hudson brings over 25 years of consumer investment banking experience to Harrison Co.
with deep industry knowledge across a variety of sectors, including restaurants, food and
beverage, health and wellness and other branded consumer products. Leigh has successfully
managed over 80 closed transactions and was named Top U.S.A. Women Deal Makers in 2019.
She began her career at Drexel Burnham Lambert and later co-founded a boutique investment
bank, Vrolyk & Company, where she helped build the firm as a leading advisor to emerging
consumer companies. Leigh also served as head of Consumer Investment Banking at Viant
Group before joining Harrison Co.
Leigh earned a BS in Industrial Engineering from Stanford University. Drawn by the potential to
have a significant impact on founders and entrepreneurs when advising on life changing
liquidity transactions, she headed to Wall Street and a career in investment banking. The
optimism, passion and success of her clients have kept her in the industry. She earned an MBA
from The Wharton School of Business.
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Shaun Kalnasy

Shaun Kalnasy is an experienced investment banker, operator, and entrepreneur. He began his
career as a professional soccer player and brings the same competitive drive to Harrison Co. as
he brought to the soccer field.
Shaun started working with Bil Harrison in 2011 and has completed over $5 bil ion in M&A, and
capital raising transactions. Prior to joining Harrison Co., Shaun spent time in Asia and Europe
advising Chinese OEMʼs looking to move into branded consumer products. Prior to that, Shaun
worked at Stephens Inc., executing M&A and debt, and equity recapitalizations.
After graduating from Emory University with an MBA in Finance, Shaun built and launched an
ecommerce business, providing him with a unique perspective in investment banking. Shaun
attributes his success to combining a consultative, data-driven approach with deep domain
expertise, including e-commerce, food and beverage, wine, and spirits, outdoor, and home
goods products.
Michael Franson

Mike has been advising and investing in companies for over 30 years. He started the investment
banking firm, St. Charles Capital, a leading middle-market advisory firm based in Denver, later
acquired by KPMG. Throughout his career, Mike has served both public and private middlemarket businesses with a broad array of strategic financial advisory services, completing over
100 transactions in excess of $4.0 bil ion in transaction value. Mike currently serves on the
board of directors of Northwest Pipe Company (NWPX), a publicly traded company and market
leader in North America manufacturing large-diameter steel water transmission pipe and
precast concrete pipe. In the past, Mike has served on eleven for-profit boards, including three
other public company boards.
Gary Kiedaisch

Gary is widely recognized as one of the leading consumer product CEOs in North America. Over
his career, Gary has either turned-around or material y improved the operations of Stowe Ski
Resort, Bolle Eyewear, Head Ski Company, Bauer Nike Hockey, The Coleman Company, Pure
Fishing, and Igloo. In recognition of his achievements, Gary won Ernst & Youngʼs
Transformation CEO of the Year in 2014. Gary sits on the board of Purple Innovation (NASD:
PRPL), is the Vice Chairman of Adventure Ready Brands, and is the Commissioner of Gunstock
Mountain Resort in New Hampshire.
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